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B rothers and sisterôs, we have just complet-ed the 165th Annual Grand Lodge Com-

munication in Ocean City, Maryland, which 

was well attended by the membership of this 

great jurisdiction (Again, record numbers). 

During the session, major milestones were ac-

complished. The electoral process (although 

challenged) was exercised and transparent. I 

thank the membership for your faith and confi-

dence in me by re-electing me to lead the Mar-

yland Prince Hall family for another year. My 

congratulations to Right Worshipful Lee A. 

Taylor and Noel C. Osborne, Sr. for their elec-

tions to Deputy Grand Master and Senior 

Grand Warden respectively. To the Junior 

Grand Warden, Grand Treasurer and Grand 

Secretary, congratulations on your re-election 

for the ensuing year.  
 

We had visitation from other jurisdictions as 

far away as Washington State and as close as 

Washington DC. To my fellow conservators of 

freemasonry, their representatives and delega-

tions; Thank You for taking from your busy 

schedules to attend our annual session. 
 

The Memorial Service (Public Lodge of Sor-

row) memorializing our brothers that have been 

called from their labors to attend that Celestial 

Grand Lodge was heartfelt and well attended. 

The Melvin M. Thorpe Gospel Choir sang their 

hearts out and the Office of the Grand Lecturer 

performed the Masonic Lodge of Sorrow admi-

rably. Assistant Grand Chaplain Brother Joshua 

Slackôs message set the tone to calm my pre-

session concerns: (ñWhoosh, sometimes you 

have to turn and walk away...ò). May our Fa-

ther in Heaven wrap his loving arms around 

our brothers and their grieving families and 

give them peace.  
 

The administrative portions of the session were 

overshadowed by the elections, however, we 

were able to complete the reading and ac-

ceptance of the reports from the District Depu-

ty Grand Masters and the various departments 

of the Grand Lodge. I appreciate the proficient 

and professional manner in which you accepted 

and handled the business of this great jurisdic-

tion. I remind you that several recommenda-

tions was presented by me and accepted and 

approved by you. Brothers, we have to em-

brace those initiatives and approved recom-

mendations, to ensure that this great jurisdic-

tion progresses and prospers. 
 

The Battle of the Hospitality Room vision and 

its implementation was well received by the 

Districts and Lodges that participated in the 

competition. The visitors and membership en-

joyed the varieties of food served. The judges 

(tasters) that accompanied me as I visited the 

several hospitality rooms were overwhelmed 

with the quality, quantity and taste of the food. 

Some of the Districts and Lodges used the un-

fair practice (cheated) and had their wives and 

or significant others prepare the food, which 

made it hard to judge the culinary expertise of 

the brothers. However, after several hours of 

consuming the great food, libations and enjoy-

ing the fellowship, the judges selected King 

Solomon Lodge #7, Third Masonic District as 

the best. Congratulations King Solomon Lodge 

#7 for having a great hospitality room and win-

ning the Inaugural Traveling (Little Fat Chef) 

Trophy for the best hospitality. 
 

As we invoke our daily devotions, please con-

tinue to remember our brave men and women 

who sacrifice daily protecting our way of life, 

those that have paid the ultimate sacrifice, and 

our brothers and sisters and their families. 
 

In closing my brothers and sisters, we have a 

lot to accomplish this year. I continue to plead 

with you to embrace the initiatives of this 

Grand Master and the Grand Lodge and sup-

port the visions and endeavors of this great 

jurisdiction. 
 

I love each of you and may he that sit high and 

look low continue to keep and bless you. 
 

Fraternally, 

 

Melvin M. Thorpe 

Grand Master 

A Message from MWGM ThorpeA Message from MWGM ThorpeA Message from MWGM Thorpe   

άLΩƳ ǳǊƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ǊŀƊ ǘƻ 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ōǊƛŎƪ ƛƴ ǎǳǇπ
ǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
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 Most Worshipful Melvin M. Thorpe, Grand Master Most Worshipful Melvin M. Thorpe, Grand Master Most Worshipful Melvin M. Thorpe, Grand Master    

Vision StatementVision StatementVision Statement   
 

ñThat the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge be uniformed ritualistically and administratively 

throughout the entire Jurisdiction. To bring the Jurisdiction financially solvent by the year 2013.ò 

 

 

Grand Lodge Grand Lodge Grand Lodge    

Mission StatementMission StatementMission Statement   
The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, Maryland and its Jurisdiction, 

Incorporated, is a fraternal organization dedicated to the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man.  Our 

fraternal organization takes good men, builds and develops them, to be better men. We dispense charity, pro-

mote good and solid family values and endeavor significantly to aid in the uplifting of humanity. 

 

 

Grand Lodge Grand Lodge Grand Lodge    

Vision StatementVision StatementVision Statement   
ñOur vision is focused on community stewardship, activities to benefit society, and a commitment to building 

Brotherhood making Prince Hall Masonry in Maryland sustainable while inculcating and exercising the Princi-

ple Tenets (Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth) by our words and actions for the betterment of our brothers and 

all mankind.ò 

 

ñThe only race you have to win is the race against 

yourself - there will always be someone faster and 

stronger but there will never be another you, so look 

within and push your own personal boundaries.ò  

Unknown 
 

ñLove is a force more formidable than any other. It 

is invisible - it cannot be seen or measured, yet it is 

powerful enough to transform you in a moment, and 

offer you more joy than any material possession 

could.ò  

Barbara de Angelis 
 

ñDear friends, let us love one another, for love 

comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born 

of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does 

not know God, because God is love.ò  

1 John 4:7-8 
 

ñBe good, be kind, be thankful, do your best to help 

others. Know that God is always by your side watch-

ing over you, protecting you, and blessing you each 

and every day with the gift of life.ò 

Make a Difference Make a Difference Make a Difference    
   

Support our Wounded BrothersSupport our Wounded BrothersSupport our Wounded Brothers    

ñLet it Sink In!òñLet it Sink In!òñLet it Sink In!ò 
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By RW Lee A. Taylor, Jr. DGM 

I greet you in the name 

of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  It is a 

privilege to serve you 

and this jurisdiction as 

Deputy Grand Master.  

I thank you for your support and votes 

of confidence in me. 

 

As we continue to move our jurisdic-

tion forward, I ask that we do as 

MWGM Melvin M. Thorpe continual-

ly says when speaking to the our mem-

bers and visiting delegations.  That 

saying is: ñWe in the jurisdiction of 

Maryland are family.ò  I am convinced 

that we have made progress through 

the year by our Brothers and Sisters 

giving their best service to our fraterni-

ty. It has and is bringing out the best in 

us. 

 

I wish to thank you collectively for 

your love for the fraternity, but more 

especially for your undying love for 

Prince Hall Masonry in the Maryland 

Jurisdiction. 

 

I wish for all God's blessing a safe and 

prosperous New Year. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

RW Lee A. Taylor, Jr. 

Deputy Grand Master  

 

   

Deputy Grand Masterôs CornerDeputy Grand Masterôs CornerDeputy Grand Masterôs Corner   

RW Lee A. Taylor, Jr. 

Deputy Grand Master 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜƭȅΣ 
ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ  
ŦǊŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ  
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ  
ǳƴŘȅƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ  

tǊƛƴŎŜ Iŀƭƭ aŀǎƻƴǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ WǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴΦέ  

Let It Sink In  

òThe best thing to give to your enemy is forgiveness; to an opponent, tolerance; to a 
friend, your heart; to your child, a good example; to a father, deference; to your mother, 
conduct that will make her proud of  you; to yourself, respect; to all men, charity.ó 
        ~Benjamin Franklin 
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By RW Noel C. Osborne, Sr. 

G reetings Prince Hall Masonic Family. 

 

I am humbled at the 

many kind words of con-

gratulations and pro-

found expressions to-

ward me following my election to the posi-

tion of Senior Grand Warden of this mag-

nificent jurisdiction.   

 

It is truly a blessing to have brothers in 

this, ñOur Fraternityò, to fuel the tenacity 

that drives who I am as a man and a Ma-

son.  Together we can exemplify the many 

opportunities to lead, train and moreover 

motivate our fellow Master Masons to go 

out into the world each day and look for 

new challenges that would make a differ-

ence; and if we cannot find those challeng-

es then we must create them. 

 

Our fraternity has no room for politics 

ahead of correctness and we as Masons 

cannot be passive in our efforts to preserve 

the tenants of Free Masonry.  We must step 

to the forefront and continue to press for-

ward regardless of how unpopular our ef-

forts and decisions may be at the time.  We 

must stand above our contemporaries as it 

relates to pride and commitment toward 

professional excellence.   

 

Our actions should illuminate the notion of 

"I can do this" followed by the resounding 

responses from our brethren stating "Yes 

you can and I am with you". 

 

Masonic year 2011-2012 will remain up-

permost in my mind for this reason:  At our 

165th Annual Grand Lodge Session the 

manner in which the election was conduct-

ed made a difference, the governance of 

the election was constitutional sound, and 

the overarching tone at the Annual Session 

uttered the words that confirms that we 

have a Grand Master that cares for his 

membership and values the contents of his 

constitution.  I am personally proud to be 

lead by this man and Mason. 

 

In closing, I thank you for your sentiments 

and I leave you with one important factor 

about me.  "This position will not change 

the moral fibers that created me and kept 

me balanced for 46 years".  This time hon-

ored institution preceded me and I will 

conduct myself as to bring credit to our 

fraternity as I have done in the past and 

henceforth.  I am honored and humbled 

however to be placed in a position to sup-

port our Most Worshipful Grand Master in 

his quest to achieve and sustain his Mission 

and Vision and to support the way ahead 

for our jurisdiction. 

 

I pray that God continue to bless and keep 

each of you and your respective families. 

 
Fraternally, 

 

RW Noel C. Osborne, Sr. 

Senior Grand Warden  

Senior Grand Wardenôs CornerSenior Grand Wardenôs CornerSenior Grand Wardenôs Corner   

RW Noel C. Osborne, Sr. 

Senior Grand Warden 

άL ŀƳ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ƘǳƳōƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ 
ƛƴ ŀ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ  
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ  

aƻǎǘ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇŦǳƭ 
DǊŀƴŘ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
ǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ Ƙƛǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇπ
ǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ 
ƻǳǊ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǝƻƴΦέ  
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By RW Philip S. Lewis, Sr. 

W ell, we are now into a New Year.  

A new Masonic Year and 

a new Calendar Year, so 

our task is before us.  

May this New Year be 

both fruitful and enjoyable for you and your 

loved ones, families and friends.  Thank you for 

re-electing me as your Junior Grand Warden.  

PM Milton Tony Jews made me to commit to 

one theme, ñIôm here to serve, not be served.ò  

So letôs get moving as we return from the 165th 

Annual Communication of the MWPHGL in 

Ocean City.  A number of guests visited us 

from other jurisdictions. Sadly, my wife and I 

escorted MWPGM Dr Ivory M. Buck Jr and his 

wife, Past Imperial Commandress Ernestine 

Buck back to their room and had an enjoyable 

discussion with them. She reminded us that Dr. 

Buck was a slow walker so we couldnôt rush.  

A couple weeks later, she passed after a fall.   

We see each other every day and miss the fact 

that we can be gone tomorrow.  Think of your 

friends today, and as our MWGM always says 

he wants to give you your flowers today while 

you can smell them.  Many reports were pre-

sented and hopefully you took them back to 

your lodges for all to read.  After MWGM pre-

sented his Annual Stewardship report, we ap-

proved his recommendations unanimously in-

cluding continuing Annual events such as the 

Emancipation Proclamation observance; Con-

stituent Lodge Workshops; Annual GL Raffle; 

PH Americanism Day; At-risk Childrenôs Pic-

nic; and the Widowôs Luncheon.   

With the Annual GL Raffle, this year we are 

giving away a 2013 Cadillac XTS.  It was on 

display outside the hotel.  And Brother ñYouôd 

sure look good driving that!ò  Each brother is 

responsible to sell/purchase 25 tickets.  This is 

our single most important fund-raiser for the 

year.  Our Per Capital taxes and maintenance 

taxes do not generate the same amount of funds 

as generated through the Car Raffle.  Lodges 

also make money from your sales. Thatôs two 

for one!   Some lodges use this opportunity as 

their fund-raiser for the year.  So letôs behind 

this, support it, and make it happen.  It beats the 

alternative of creating an assessment.  If every-

one works a little, we all benefit.  How can we 

pay the bills, fuel costs, electrical, and water 

bills, certainly not with the maintenance taxes 

collected?  We have to look at ways to be more 

cost effective!  Our dinosaur is growing older 

and needs more and more to maintain it.   

Weôve talked of thinking smarter, and there are 

plans upon the trestle board to grow.  Our LOI 

has expanded by the Grand Lecturer and Grand 

Inspectorôs offices.  This new training will de-

velop better future leaders.  We canôt continue 

to operate in the same old ways.  Becoming 

more efficient in paperless communication is a 

start.  Saving on printing and mailing costs is a 

minimum.  Strange, there was a time when a 

memo was created, then typed, followed by 

copying, stuffing envelopes, addressing them, 

and finally mailing them.  This process took at 

least a week or better.  Now alternative com-

munication gets the word out in a split second 

across the entire jurisdiction with no costs in-

volved on the same day.  Have you received a 

phone invite yet?  GoToMeetings is a way to 

hold staff meetings.  Most of us have smart 

phones communicating minute by minute.   

The Strategic Planning Committee continues to 

march and we are moving forward.  Increasing 

our efficiency while saving expenditures!  If we 

can do this at the Grand Lodge level, maybe we 

can do this at our lodge level?  Everyone com-

plains of too much business and too long of 

meetings.   

Our MWGM reminds one meeting in the lodge 

should be business and the other on education 

(Masonic talk that talk) or degree work.  Is that 

true, are we doing that?  Or is it business, busi-

ness, business!  One brother reminded he hates 

to go to his lodge meeting to listen to a commit-

tee meeting.  Bring in the facts and letôs move 

on.  No wonder, brothers stay away at home 

when we argue for an hour over 50 cents.  Itôs 

not younger brothers who are tired, but older 

brothers also.  We all, have families and kids or 

grandkids to take care of, so time is important!   

Speaking of older brothers, please look in on 

your elderly brothers!  This is the coldest time 

of the year, and some just sit around in a cold 

house because no one cares.  Am I my brotherôs 

keeper?  We can agree to disagree, but when I 

use profanity towards another brother, or 

threaten him with a gun or knife.  Where is the 

brotherhood?  Every brother remembers 

ñBehold how good and pleasant it isé..ò  Or 

ñmake others know always that a gentleman 

stands before theméò   

God Bless you and yours, and may this be your 

fruitful year.  Thereôs a lot ahead of us, come 

out and be a part of it! 

Respectfully, 

RW Philip S. Lewis, Sr. 

Junior Grand Warden  

Junior Grand Wardenôs CornerJunior Grand Wardenôs CornerJunior Grand Wardenôs Corner   

RW Philip S. Lewis 

Junior Grand Warden 

άhƴŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƻŘƎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ  

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƻƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ όaŀǎƻƴƛŎ 
ǘŀƭƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƭƪύ ƻǊ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ 

ǿƻǊƪΦέ  
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G od often DELAYS IN ANSWERING 

PRAYER. We have several instances 

of this in sacred Scripture. Jacob did not 

get the blessing from the angel until near 

the dawn of dayðhe had to wrestle all 

night for it. Paul besought the Lord thrice 

that ñthe thorn in the fleshò might be taken 

from him, and he received no assurance 

that it should be taken away, but instead 

thereof a promise that Godôs grace should 

be sufficient for him. If thou hast been 

knocking at the gate of mercy, and hast 

received no answer, shall I tell thee why 

the mighty Maker hath not opened the door 

and let thee in?  
 

Our Father has reasons peculiar to himself 

for keeping us waiting. Sometimes it is to 

show his power and his sovereignty, that 

men may know that Jehovah has a right to 

give or to withhold. More frequently the 

delay is for our benefit. You are perhaps 

kept waiting in order that your desires may 

be more fervent. God knows that delay will 

increase your desire and that if he keeps 

you waiting you will see the necessity 

more clearly, and will seek more earnestly. 

There may also be something wrong in you 

which need to be removed, before the joy 

of the Lord is given. Perhaps your views of 

the Gospel plan are confused, or you may 

be placing some little reliance on yourself, 

instead of trusting simply and entirely to 

the Lord Jesus. Or, God makes you wait 

awhile that he may the more fully display 

the riches of his grace to you at last. Your 

prayers are all filed in heaven, and if not 

immediately answered they are certainly 

not forgotten, but in a little while shall be 

fulfilled to thy delight and satisfaction. Let 

not despair make your silent, but continue 

instant in earnest supplication.  
 

Isaiah describes what times will be like 

when Godôs people live according to Godôs 

Word and are obedient to Him. It will be a 

time of great victory and blessing both for 

nature and for His people. 

The Lord longs to be faithful to His people. 

And when they call on Him for help in-

stead of on someone or something else, He 

will answer. Though His people experience 

difficulties, eventually God will amazingly 

bless the repentant. Then His people will 

readily listen to Him. They will become 

sensitive to His Word and conscious of His 

leading as they walk with Him. 
 

We are reminded that God never forgets 

His people and longs to bless them. 

Though the people had turned from the 

Lord, He longed to be gracious and com-

passionate to them for they were in a cove-

nant relationship with Him. As a God of 

justice, He stands ever ready to send bless-

ings to those who depend on Him so that 

they may walk in His way.  
 

This is a lesson for you and me as we labor 

in prayer before the Lord. When we have 

prayed about a matter in faith and have 

committed it to the will of God, then we 

can have peace in our hearts the He will 

take care of it for us! He may not answer it 

the way we want Him to, but He will al-

ways do what is right with the things we 

ask Him. Therefore, when you have prayed 

well, rest in His peace, John 14:27; Phil. 

4:6-7. 
 

Howard Whitman wrote that ñLife is com-

posed of waiting periods. The child must 

wait until he is old enough to have a bicy-

cle, the young man until he is old enough 

to drive a car, the medical student must 

wait for his diploma, the husband for his 

promotion, the young couple for savings to 

buy a new home. The art of waiting is not 

learned at once.ò  
 

ñWait for the LORD. Be strong and donôt 

lose hope. Wait for the LORDò 

ï Psalm 27:14 
 

Will You Wait on HIM? 
 

RW Nicholas Padilla, Jr. 

Grand Chaplain 

Grand Chaplainôs CornerGrand Chaplainôs CornerGrand Chaplainôs Corner   

RW Nicholas Padilla, Jr. 

Grand Chaplain 

ά²ƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƛǘ ƻƴ IƛƳΚέ 
 
 

άDƻŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘǎ Iƛǎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ 
ōƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƳΦ ά 

 
ά²ŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ .Ŝ 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ 
ƘƻǇŜΦ ²ŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέ 

Will You Wait on HIM? 
 

ñTherefore will the Lord wait that he may be 

gracious unto you.ò               ð Isaiah 30:18 
 

By RW Nicholas Padilla, Jr. Grand Chaplain 
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I  n Loving Memory of  Sandy Hook Elementary Victims  
 

Poem in Honor of Sandy Hook Victims  

Written by Cameo Smith, Mt. Wolf, PA 

 

20 Beautiful Children Stormed Through Heaven's Gate. 

Twas' 11 days before Christmas, around 9:38  

when 20 beautiful children stormed through heaven's gate.  
 

Their smiles were contagious, their laughter filled the air.  

They could hardly believe all the beauty they saw there.  

They were filled with such joy; they didn't know what to say.  

They remembered nothing of what had happened earlier that day.  

"Where are we?" asked a little girl, as quiet as a mouse.  

"This is heaven" declared a small boy. "We're spending Christmas at God's house".  
 

When what to their wondering eyes did appear,  

but Jesus, their savior, the children gathered near.  

He looked at them and smiled, and they smiled just the same.  

Then He opened His arms and He called them by name.  
 

And in that moment was joy, that only heaven can bring,  

those children all flew into the arms of their King  

and as they lingered in the warmth of His embrace,  

one small girl turned and looked at Jesus 'face. 
 

And as if He could read all the questions she had  

He gently whispered to her, "I'll take care of mom and dad. " 

Then He looked down on earth, the world far below.  

He saw all of the hurt, the sorrow, and woe,  

then He closed His eyes and He outstretched His hand,  

"Let My power and presence re-enter this land!  
 

May this country be delivered from the hands of fools"  

"I'm taking back my nation. I'm taking back my schools!" 

Then He and the children stood up without a sound.  

"Come now my children let me show you around."  
 

Excitement filled the space, some skipped and some ran;  

all displaying enthusiasm that only a small child can. 

And I heard Him proclaim as He walked out of sight,  

"in the midst of this darkness I AM STILL THE LIGHT." 
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Charity RaffleCharity RaffleCharity Raffle   
 

R affle tickets are availa-ble at a cost of $5.00 

per ticket. Each Ticket offers 

the purchaser three chances 

to win. Tickets are available 

at the Prince Hall Masonic 

Lodges and its concordant 

bodies in the jurisdictions of 

Maryland.  

 

 

 

If the winner elects not to accept the car, that person can receive a $20,000 cash payout.  Sec-

ond prize is $2,500 and third prize is $1,500.  The seller of the first prize winning ticket will 

receive $500. 

The drawing will be held 2:00 PM, September 14, 2013, at the Most Worshipful Prince Hall 

Grand Lodge, 1307 Eutaw Place, Baltimore, Maryland. You need not be present to win.  


